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the different departments in the same firm, or the busi-
ness and residence telephone numbers of some individual,
and then after giving him a fair amount of time in which
to learn them he was asked to repeat them. Although
he tried very hard in this, he never succeeded in any one
of a number of trials. Such a difficulty as this would
preclude the possibility of success in office work, or,
indeed, for any occupation where rote memory had to
be depended upon.

His delinquency, staying away from home, was largely
accounted for by home conditions, which were so wretched
as to offer little that would satisfy any normal boy. The
father was a very abusive and ill-tempered man.

Physically Henry was quite poorly developed for his
age. He was small and not well nourished, but he was
a bright-eyed, healthy looking boy, nevertheless. There
were no sensory defects, nor was any history of severe
illness obtained.

Case 22. Let us now contrast with the above case
that of Benjamin L., a young man of over 20. He had
had unusually fine educational opportunities, both from
the standpoint of schools he had attended and the en-
vironment in which he lived. His family were well
educated and cultured people, and since this boy was
very companionable with both parents, he had, of course,
gained much from the home surroundings. In spite
of the chance for good mental interests, he did not
care for book learning and had no desire to attend college.
After leaving school he had been placed in a bank where
he had to work largely with numbers.

Mental examination showed that this young man had
certain very distinct abilities, the most striking of which
was memory for rote material. For auditory presenta-
tions his record was twelve numerals correct, and thirteen
were repeated with the transposition of only one numeral.